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(57) ABSTRACT

An assembly including an intermediate case of a bypass
turbojet engine and of an inter-jet case extending upstream
of the intermediate case to separate a primary air jet of the
turbojet engine from its bypass air jet, the inter-jet case
including, passing through it, a closable duct for diverting
part of the primary flow to the bypass flow thereby forming
a blow-off valve for the LP compressor, the intermediate
case including arms passing across the bypass flow and the
inter-jet case in its internal cavity including a first chamber
situated upstream of the arms and a second chamber situated
level with the arms, the duct being open or closed off by an
annular component capable of axial movement set in motion
by an arm that can rotate about a fixed pivot under action of
a control cylinder, the cylinder being positioned in the
second chamber.

9 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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TURBOMACHINE WITH BLEED VALVES
LOCATED AT THE INTERMEDIATE CASE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The area of the invention is that of turbomachines, and
more particularly that of devices allowing air to be dis-
charged at the outlet from a compressor when necessary
according to the conditions of use of the turbomachine.

2. Description of the Related Art

Commercial aircraft are generally fitted with bypass tur-
boduct engines which consist of a gas turbine driving a
ducted fan which is generally situated upstream of the
engine. The mass of air drawn in by the engine is divided
into a primary flow, which circulates in the gas turbine or
primary body, and a bypass flow which is created by the fan,
the two flows being concentric. The primary flow or hot flow
leaves the fan to pass into the primary body where it is
recompressed, heated in a combustion chamber, guided
towards successive stages of turbines and then ejected in a
primary gas flow. The bypass flow or cold flow is com-
pressed by the ducted fan stage then ejected directly without
having been heated. The two flows can be ejected separately
in two concentric flows, or mixed into the same channel
before ejection. They separate downstream of the fan at an
inter-duct case which surrounds the primary flow and, via its
outer part, guides the bypass flow into a cold flow channel.

The primary flow is generally compressed by a first
compressor, known as the low pressure (LP) or booster
compressor, which is driven by the same LP shaft as the fan,
and then guided into a second, high pressure (HP) compres-
sor driven by an HP shaft, before entering the combustion
chamber. The two LP and HP shafts are supported on
bearings which are situated at the front and rear of the engine
and are themselves supported by structural components,
known as the intermediate case at the front and as the
exhaust case at the rear. With regard to the front part which
is shown generically in FIG. 1, the intermediate case is
linked to the external structure of the engine by arms which
pass through the bypass flow in order to transmit the weight
and thrust forces thereon to the aircraft. Conventionally, the
arms of the intermediate case are situated axially between
the LP compressor and the HP compressor, delimiting three
chambers in the inter-duct case: a first chamber, called the
fan booster inter-duct case, is situated upstream of said arms
and surrounds the LP compressor to separate the primary
flow passing into the LP compressor from the bypass flow
circulating in the cold flow channel; a second chamber,
called the intermediate inter-duct case, guides the primary
and bypass flows between the different arms of the inter-
mediate case; finally a third chamber, called the core com-
partment, surrounds the HP compressor and extends along
the engine downstream of the intermediate case arms.

Also, existing engines are generally fitted with devices
known as bleed valves or VBV (variable bleed valve) which
allow part of the primary flow leaving the LP compressor to
return to the cold flow channel, where it mixes with the
bypass flow. The effect of this discharge is to lower the
operating point of the LP compressor by lowering the
pressure downstream, and avoid surge phenomena. The
discharge is achieved through openings made in the upper
wall of the primary duct between the LP and HP compres-
sors, and by the passage of air taken from a duct which
brings it level with an outlet grille situated on the inner wall
of'the bypass duct, downstream of the diffusers placed in the
bypass flow (OGV). The openings can be doors which open

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

like a scoop, by rotating around an axis oriented tangentially
to one of the walls of the inter-duct case, or more recently
a slot or grille which extends circumferentially and is closed
by a so-called guillotine ring moving axially. In both cases,
the openings are controlled using arm, pivot or cylinder type
mechanisms arranged inside the chambers of the inter-duct
case. In the case of door systems, these can be synchronized
by a circumferential ring which actuates their opening or
closing arms simultaneously. Whatever type of opening is
selected, the various actuator elements are generally divided
between the three chambers of the inter-duct case, depend-
ing on the space available in each.

However, the space available—in particular in the first
chamber—is extremely limited and it is very difficult to
accommodate part of the mechanism there without deform-
ing the profile of the inter-duct case, which would have an
effect on the aerodynamic flow of the primary and bypass
ducts. Similarly, the cylinders which actuate this mechanism
are relatively bulky and must generally be placed in the third
chamber, which may already contain a substantial amount of
equipment.

In this case, the proximity of these cylinders to the HP
compressor means that cylinders with a cooling system must
be used, which increases their volume further.

It is therefore desirable to design control devices for the
LP compressor bleed valves which are relatively compact
and can substantially be accommodated in the first or second
cavity of the inter-duct case.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To this end, the subject of the invention is an assembly
comprising an intermediate case of a bypass turboduct
engine and an inter-duct case extending upstream of said
intermediate case to separate the primary and bypass flows
of the turboduct engine, said inter-duct case having, passing
through it, a closable duct for diverting part of the primary
flow to the bypass flow, thereby forming a bleed valve for
the LP compressor, said intermediate case comprising arms
passing through the bypass flow, and said inter-duct case
comprising in its inner cavity a first chamber situated
upstream of said arms and a second chamber situated level
with said arms, said duct being opened or closed by an
annular component capable of axial movement set in motion
by an arm which is itself set in motion about a fixed pivot
on the intermediate case by a control cylinder, characterized
in that said cylinder is positioned in the second chamber.

The arrangement of the bleed valve control cylinder in the
second chamber means it is outside the fire zone and need
not be subject to severe standards of fire resistance. There-
fore it requires no cooling system, and can be smaller and
lighter.

Advantageously the cylinder is oriented in the circumfer-
ential direction of the intermediate case. This orientation
facilitates its installation in the second chamber.

Preferably the cylinder is mounted in a manner freely
rotatable about an axis oriented radially, in a plane tangential
to said intermediate case. In fact, the end of the cylinder rod
must be able to describe a circular trajectory in order to drive
the articulated arm.

In a particular embodiment, the rod of the cylinder is
directly connected to the control arm of said annular com-
ponent. By mounting in this way, no intermediate connect-
ing rod is required between the cylinder and the articulated
arm, limiting the mass and space required for the system.

Preferably the pivot is also positioned in the second
chamber. The number of elements positioned in the first
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chamber is then minimal, which allows the use of this type
of bleed valve on small engines.

The invention also concerns a bypass turboduct engine
comprising a bleed valve for its LP compressor which
functions by diversion of part of the flow circulating in its
primary duct to its bypass duct, via a duct which can be
closed via an annular component capable of axial move-
ment, characterized in that it comprises an assembly com-
prising an intermediate case and an inter-duct case as
described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood, and other aims,
details, characteristics and advantages thereof will appear
more clearly from the detailed explanatory description
below of an embodiment of the invention, given purely
illustratively as an example and not limitatively, with ref-
erence to the attached schematic drawings.

In these drawings:

FIG. 1 is a general cross section view of the upstream part
of a bypass turboduct engine;

FIG. 2 is a cross section view of a guillotine-type dis-
charge system of the LP compressor of a turboduct engine;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of the elements constituting the
discharge system in FIG. 2 according to the prior art, in the
open position and in the closed position;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of the same elements consti-
tuting the discharge system in FIG. 2 according to one
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a discharge system
according to one embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 6 is a cross section view of the discharge system of
FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In the description which follows, the terms “upstream”
and “downstream” should be interpreted according to the
direction of flow of fluid passing through the engine, while
the terms “internal” and “external” relate to the distance of
the element concerned from the rotation axis of the engine.
The terms “axial” and “radial” relate to the axis of rotation
of the engine.

FIG. 1 shows the upstream part of a bypass turboduct
engine with a high dilution rate, comprising a fan blade 1
which compresses the air entering the air inlet sleeve of the
engine, before the air is divided into the primary flow which
circulates in a primary duct 4—passing first through the LP
compressor 2 and then the HP compressor 3—and the
bypass flow which circulates in a bypass duct 5 to be ejected
directly at the nozzle. Passing through the bypass duct are
the arms 6 of the intermediate case 7, which connect the
upstream structural part of the engine to the elements on the
aircraft receiving the forces generated by the engine. These
arms 6 take the form of winglets oriented in the bed of the
bypass flow in order to minimize their aerodynamic resis-
tance.

The air which circulates in the primary duct 4 passes
through the LP compressor 2 for a first compression, then the
intermediate case at the level of the arms 6, and undergoes
a second compression by the HP compressor 3.

The primary and bypass flows are separated at the outlet
from the fan wheel 1 by an inter-duct case 10 which has an
edge upstream and thickens in the downstream direction to
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form a cavity, in which a system is positioned for discharg-
ing to the bypass duct 5 the flow circulating in the primary
duct 4 downstream of the LP compressor 2. The inner cavity
of the inter-duct case 10 consists of three chambers in
succession from upstream to downstream, namely a first
chamber 11 situated upstream of the arms 6 of the interme-
diate case 7, a second chamber 12 corresponding to the
wingspan of the arms 6, and a third chamber 13 situated
downstream of the arms 6. This third chamber contains in
particular the control devices for adjusting the diffusers of
the HP compressor 3. FIG. 1 shows a system according to
the prior art based on opening doors 101, which are moved
by connecting rods 102 turning around a radial pivot 103 and
actuated by the circumferential rotation of a control ring
104. The connecting rods and the control ring are actuated
by one or several cylinders 105 situated in the third chamber
13. The discharged air passes into the second cavity 12
through doors 101 and leaves it through a set of slots 106
which connect this second cavity with the bypass duct 5.

FIG. 2 shows a bleed valve comprising a guillotine-type
closure device. The primary duct 4 has a diversion which is
positioned downstream of the LP compressor 2 and
upstream of the inlet diffuser of the HP compressor 3, and
which penetrates into the inner cavity at the inter-duct case
10 via a duct 16 oriented in the direction of the bypass flow
5. The duct opens into the bypass duct 5 through an
evacuation grille 22. In the path of this duct 16 is a ring 14
which is capable of moving axially to open or close the duct
16, and allow a greater or lesser amount of air to escape from
the primary flow. The movement of the ring 14 is obtained
by the actuation of an arm 17 attached at one of its ends to
a cap which is carried by the ring and moved in rotation
around a pivot 18, by means not shown.

FIGS. 3 and 4 now show diagrammatically, in a view from
above, a bleed valve control system based on a circular slot
and a guillotine ring which is described according to the
prior art in FIG. 3 and according to the invention in FIG. 4,
respectively in the closed position in the top diagram and in
the open position in the bottom diagram.

The bleed valve uses a guillotine system, i.e. the dis-
charged air is output through a circular duct 16 formed by
two radial flanges extending from the primary duct 4. This
duct can be closed or opened by a ring 14, called a guillotine
ring, which can move axially and cover the duct 16 (when
closed, as shown on the top figure) or open it (lower figure)
to allow the air to escape from the primary duct 4 when the
output from the LP compressor 2 is to be discharged. The
movement of the ring 14 is ensured by an angled arm 17, a
first end of which is attached to the ring 14 while the second
end is attached directly or indirectly to the rod of the control
cylinder 15. This angled arm is mounted at its elbow on a
pivot 18 which extends radially from one of the walls of the
inter-duct case 10. The rotation of the arm 17 around the
pivot 18 is arranged such that an extension or a retraction of
the cylinder corresponds to a rotation of this arm around its
elbow in one direction or the other, and finally to an axial
movement of the ring 14 towards the opening or closure of
the duct 16.

More specifically, in FIG. 3 which represents the prior art,
the pivot 18 is positioned in the first chamber 11 and the
control cylinder 15 is positioned in the third chamber 13. A
complementary connecting rod 19 then links the second end
of the angled arm 17 to the rod 21 of the cylinder 15.
However, in FIG. 4, which shows the configuration of the
invention, the pivot 18 and the cylinder 15 are both posi-
tioned in the second chamber. The rod 21 of the cylinder 15
is coupled directly to the second end of the angled arm 17,
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with no complementary connecting rod, and the cylinder has
a degree of rotational freedom in a plane tangential to the
inter-duct case thanks to its connection to the arm of the
intermediate case 6 via a pivoting connection point 20, to
allow actuation of the angled arm.

FIG. 5 shows the installation of the bleed valve control
device in the second chamber, according to the invention.
The external wall of the inter-duct case, which encloses
chambers 11 to 13, has been removed to allow a view of their
interior. The second chamber 12 consists of a circumferen-
tial succession of elementary chambers which are separated
from each other by the arms 6 of the intermediate case 7. The
control device is here represented by a cylinder 15 and an
arm 17, both positioned in one of the second elementary
chambers; it is evident that generally, several devices of this
type are regularly distributed over the circumference of the
intermediate case 7.

The ring 14 extends over the circumference of the inter-
duct case 10 level with the first chamber 11, and is shown in
a position in which it partially opens the duct 16 for
evacuation of discharged air. This ring 14 is controlled by
rotation of the angled arm 17 about its pivot 18, which
induces an axial movement of the ring 14 associated with a
rotation along the circumference of the inter-duct case. The
pivot 18 is a shaft which extends from the inner wall of the
inter-duct case within the second cavity, and over which, in
the manner of a sleeve, the angled arm 17 is placed which
remains freely rotatable. The control cylinder 15 for the ring
14 is positioned in a radial plane in a direction tangential to
the circumference of the intermediate case. It extends
between two arms 6 of said intermediate case, while remain-
ing fully accommodated in the second chamber 12. At the
end opposite the rod 21, the body of said cylinder has a cap
20 intended to be fixed pivoting around an axis extending
radially from the inner wall of the inter-duct case 10. The
cylinder is thus free to move in rotation in a plane tangential
to the inter-duct case to allow the end of its rod 21 to follow
the axial movements of the second end of the angled arm 17.
The end of the rod 21 thus has the form of a cap, in which
rests a shaft carried by the corresponding end of the angled
arm 17, to allow their relative rotation in a plane tangential
to the inter-duct case.

FIG. 6 shows the angled arm 17 which is mounted on the
pivot 18, about which it can turn to cause axial movement
of'the ring 4. It has the form of a hollow cylinder from which
two radial arms extend, each terminating in an eye through
which passes a shaft allowing rotation in relation to the part
to which it is connected, the ring 14 in one case and the rod
21 of the cylinder 15 in the other.

The ring 14 has an I-shaped cross section, the lower flange
of which is intended, by movement towards the downstream
side of the engine, to close a duct 16 extending from the
lower wall of the inter-duct case 10. This duct starts in the
wall of the primary duct 4 and opens into the inner cavity of
the inter-duct case 10, more precisely here in the first
chamber 11. The blown-off air from the P compressor thus
passes into the first chamber 11, which it leaves through the
evacuation grille 22 to mix with the bypass flow.

The benefit of the solution recommended by the inven-
tion, in the embodiment which has just been described, will
now be described.

The solution proposed to remedy the problems of space in
the inner cavity of the primary cavity consists firstly of
relocating the position of the pivot 18 downstream, to
position it in the second chamber 12, and secondly of also
positioning the control cylinder in this second chamber,
freeing the space in the third chamber 13.
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For this, the control cylinders are positioned tangentially
in the second chamber and the complementary connecting
rod 19 has been omitted. A further degree of freedom in
rotation has been added to the cylinder 15, to avoid blocking
the system. This cylinder is therefore no longer fixed but
linked pivotingly on a radial shaft carried by the interme-
diate case 7.

For this solution to be viable, optimization work has been
carried out on the diameter of the cylinders so they can be
accommodated in the available space. This reduction in
volume of the cylinder 15 has been made possible by its
relocation from the third chamber 13 to the second chamber
12. In a turboduct engine, the third chamber in fact lies in the
fire zone, i.e. in a zone in which the equipment is subject to
severe standards in order to guarantee its fire resistance.
Because this constraint no longer applies, it is no longer
necessary to provide a cylinder cooling system, so the
diameter can then be considerably reduced. The space
required for the rod of the cylinder 15 can also be reduced
by replacing its position sensors, which are generally inter-
nal, with rotational position sensors mounted on the arms
which it actuates.

In conclusion, the proposed solution simplifies the mecha-
nism of the system, limits its acrodynamic impact on the
shape of the inter-duct case 10, reduces the mass and the
space required for the components of the cylinder 15, and
finally excludes the majority of the components from the
chamber situated downstream of the intermediate case and
hence from the fire zone.

This therefore represents a great advantage in terms of
installation, in particular on small engines where the first
chamber 11 of the inter-duct case 10 is particularly narrow,
but where the inter-arm space is nonetheless sufficient for
installation of this solution.

The invention claimed is:

1. An assembly comprising:

an intermediate case of a bypass turboduct engine; and

an inter-duct case including an edge provided upstream of

the intermediate case to separate a primary air duct of
the turboduct engine from a bypass air duct, the inter-
duct case including, passing therethrough, a closable
duct for diverting part of a primary flow to a bypass
flow, thereby forming a bleed valve for a low pressure
compressor,

wherein the intermediate case comprises arms passing

through the bypass duct,

wherein the inter-duct case comprises in an inner cavity

thereof a first chamber situated upstream of the arms
and, a second chamber situated at a same axial location
as the arms,

wherein the closable duct is opened or closed by an

annular component capable of axial movement set in
motion by an angled arm that can rotate about a fixed
pivot under action of a control cylinder entirely posi-
tioned in the second chamber, and

wherein the annular component is located in the first

chamber and the control cylinder includes a rod con-
nected to the angled arm, and wherein a longitudinal
axis of the control cylinder extends in a substantially
tangential direction relative to an engine axis.

2. The assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the rod is
movable in substantially the circumferential direction rela-
tive to the engine axis so as to move the angled arm in
rotation about the fixed pivot.

3. The assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
control cylinder is mounted in a manner freely rotatable
about an axis oriented radially.
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4. The assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the rod of
the control cylinder is directly connected to the angled arm.

5. The assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the fixed
pivot is located in the second chamber.

6. A bypass turboduct engine comprising: 5

an assembly comprising an intermediate case and an

inter-duct case as claimed in claim 1; and

the bleed valve for the low pressure compressor functions

by diversion of part of the primary flow circulating in
the primary air duct to the bypass air duct, via the 10
closable duct that can be closed via the annular com-
ponent capable of axial movement.

7. The assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the second
chamber includes a circumferential succession of elemen-
tary chambers which are separated from each other by the 15
arms.

8. The assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
control cylinder includes an end opposite the rod, said
opposite end is connected to a second pivot around a radial
axis extending radially from the inner wall of the inter-duct 20
case such that the control cylinder moves freely in rotation
in a plane tangential to the inter-duct case and the end of the
rod follows the axial movements of the second end of the
angled arm.

9. The assembly as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 25
control cylinder includes an end opposite the rod, said
opposite end is connected to a second pivot around a radial
axis extending radially from the inner wall of the inter-duct
case such that the control cylinder moves freely in rotation
in a plane tangential to the inter-duct case and the end of the 30
rod follows the axial movements of the second end of the
angled arm.



